
         

    

 Unbind Him and  

     Let Him Go! 

 

Resurrected! 
[Jesus] cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The man who had died 
came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with 
a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”         (John 11:43-44) 
 
 
 
 

Unbinding Others 
 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.             (Hebrews 10:24-25) 
 

 
 
 

Unbound! 
The great crowd of the Jews … came not only because of Jesus but also to see 
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests made plans to 
kill Lazarus as well, for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to 
Jesus and believing in him.                                                     (John 12:9-10)   
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                 James, Brother of Our Lord 

Most agree this letter was written by the half-brother of Jesus, and that could 

come as a surprise. Even though James would later lead the church in Jerusalem 

for nearly 30 years (until his martyrdom in A.D.62), yet during Jesus’ earthly 
ministry James was on the outs with Him, unconvinced of his Brother’s divinity 
and calling. Nonetheless, James witnessed the Ascension and Pentecost (Acts 

1:14), received a personal visit from the resurrected Christ (1 Corinthians 15:7), 

and would be the steady elder-statesman in Jerusalem at the Acts 15 meeting to 

decide the question of how to welcome the Gentiles into the Christian Church. 

It’s this Pastor James whose work you will begin reading this week. 

Therefore, it makes sense to expect this letter to sound different from Paul’s 
letters. And it does! Where Paul would later emphasize salvation through faith in 

Christ, James emphasizes the good works done by those who are saved. If his 

writing sounds like anybody’s, it sounds like Jesus in the Gospels! So keep the 
early chapters of Matthew handy as you read James and you’ll hear them echo 
back and forth.  

Knowing the persecution that the early Church experienced, it makes sense to 

read James’ letter as one of encouragement to Christians suffering hard times. 
That encouragement is for you as well: Count it all joy, my brothers, when 

you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your 

faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, 

that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. (1:2-4) When 

trials of various kinds threaten to overcome you, learn from James and count it all 

joy that in Christ you lack nothing.      

  Bible Reading Plan: 
Monday: Galatians 4 Tuesday: Galatians 5 Wednesday: Galatians 6                                           

 Thursday: James 1 Friday: James 2 
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