
 
In my classroom I have a few small items that I would call props. One of which is a 

Matchbox car model of a road grader.  I keep it on top of the stack of papers that are waiting 
to be graded.  Sadly, my grader doesn’t do its job and grade my papers for me.  I am anxiously 
awaiting that moment. It will be GOLDEN! (I may be waiting a long time.)  

Another is a book that caught my eye one time at a thrift store.  It is entitled, “Managing 
Difficult People.”  The title is big on the front cover and is in all capital letters.  I have yet to 
interrupt a conversation that I am not enjoying and pretend to start reading this book.  I am 
anxiously awaiting that moment.  It will be GOLDEN!  (Of course, it has to happen to a person 
with a sense of humor.) 

Some of the props we have can say much about us.  Those two have to do with my 
sense of humor.  Our props may bring us laughter and great joy.  They are usually small and 
subtle but can have a great impact.  

Another in my classroom is a simple sign that I keep near my desk that reads: “Always 
remember you are braver than you think, stronger than you seem, and loved more than you 
know.”  This is more of a serious prop that I daily need to read and remind myself of its truth. 
Occasionally, when appropriate, I have students read this quote to themselves.  

We Christians have some great “props” at our disposal.  They are otherwise known as 
the “fruits of the spirit.”  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law” (Galatians 
5:22).  When we purposefully use these props in our lives, they also can bring us laughter and 
great joy.  Maybe not the same kind that a small amount of humor brings.  Maybe laughter and 
great joy that are harder to describe, but the kind that are known in our hearts.  

Have you ever pondered Mary’s ponderings?  That’s a silly question, I know.  From Luke 
2:16-19: “And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 
manger.  And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child.  And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  But 
Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.”  

What was Mary experiencing at that very moment?  Joy?  Peace?  Better yet, what props 
had this Baby introduced to her that she could carry with her the rest of her earthly life?  As 
we continue our Advent journey this year, let us dare to see from Mary’s perspective these 
simple gifts from God: props, if you will, which bring us this joy and peace, which are beyond 
understanding (Philippians 4:7).  Such a small yet powerful gift we have received.  And we 
anxiously await that moment when He comes again. It will be GOLDEN!  
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