
 

Joseph Sold 
Families are crucibles for so many things! Families help shape the way we respond to the 

world around us, instill character in us, and even provides the lens through which we 

view ourselves. In fact, God established families for the passing on of faith and the 

mutual encouragement in living the commands of God. Joseph’s family, like all families, 

fell short of God’s plan. What was to be a crucible of blessing, begame a melting pot of 

comparison, favoritism, and sin. Parents exasperate their children and spouses focus on 

their needs over others. Every individual in a family is worried more about themselves 

than about the family that they are a part of. When we allow this selfishness of sin to 

remain, masked as individualism, comparison, and my wants, brokenness leads deeper 

into a pit. Just as Joseph was placed in a pit by his brothers, so sin sells us over to the 

devil. But Jesus enters into the pit, lifts us out of the pit, and pays the price for our 

freedom. This Savior ushers you into a perfect family with a Father who lavishes you 

with love and a community that is always caring for you! May we strive to remain in this 

perfect family as we daily return to the Lord our God in repentance and faith. 

Getting Started (10 min/week): Talk about the blessings of family.  How do you work 

to remember the good things and forgive the bad? 
 

Growing Deeper (10 min/day):  Consider Joseph’s life story (Gen 37-50).  Learn 

lessons from this broken family and take the time to discuss how your family might focus 

more on the blessings of faith and resist the temptations of the flesh. 
 

Leading Well In your small group, discuss the following:  What are common struggles 

that you see in Joseph’s life?  How do these struggles permeate families today?  How can 

our families grow in extending grace and mercy that quench the sinful flesh?  Work on one 

thing that helps your family rest under your Heavenly Father’s love. 
 

Reading: Sunday, Deuteronomy 1-3 & Proverbs 27; Monday, Deuteronomy 4-6 & 

Proverbs 28; Tuesday, Deuteronomy 7-9 & Proverbs 29; Wednesday, Deuteronomy 10-12 

& Proverbs 30; Thursday, Deuteronomy 13-15 & Proverbs 31; Friday, Deuteronomy 16-18 

& Philemon 1; Saturday, Psalm 25-27 
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Red Letter 

Challenge 
 

Serving 
 

Consumer vs. Contributor 
“And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.’  Immediately they left 

their nets and followed him.”                                                                       Matthew 4:19-20                                                                                              

                                                                                                                

   

                                                                                                

Our Identity as Followers of Jesus 
“You are the salt of the earth…You are the light of the world.”                      Matthew 5:13 & 14

  

 

                                                             

The Reason We Serve 
“As the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many.”                                                                                                        Matthew 20:28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attitude to Challenge/Others Needs Above Own/Serve without Receiving/ 

No Strings Attached/Bless a Child/Encourage the Sick/Be Creative! 
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