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Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
 

What a journey we have walked through thus far! While we still have not returned to what was once 
“normal;” however, God has been so faithful and we have come so far. We have seen the encouragement to 
worship at home while still offering worship services at Trinity for those who wanted to attend. We have seen 
our doors for worship limited for a brief time as we all sheltered in place. We have moved to providing live 
stream worship services and online Bible studies. We have seen the church carefully re-engage in our regular 
worship routine. While there is certainly more for us to walk in this journey, we can see how much the Lord 
has blessed and directed us in this difficult time! Just as Samuel set up the rock of Ebenezer, we too can 
declare “Till now the LORD has helped us” (1 Sam 7:12)!  

As the Lord continues to gather us after our time of quarantine and protects us on this new journey 
we walk with Him, please take your personal responsibility seriously. Feelings of isolation can be dangerous, 
just as rash decisions. May your re-engagement not lead you to hasty choices; rather may you make godly and 
wise choices as you seek to enter back into a sense of normalcy. Trinity continues to seek a path that plans 
out these steps, knowing full well that they are not the steps for every member of our church family; however, 
they provide options for the full range of the needs of our family to make godly choices that are best for them. 
With the full assurance that “the prudent gives thought to his steps” (Prov 14:15) and that “the Lord 
establishes” (Prov 16:9) our steps. Trinity would like to share our updated plan to assist you in giving prudent 
thought to your plan as the Lord establishes a way forward for all our Trinity family members! 
 

Worship 
Trinity continues to offer our regular in-person worship services throughout the summer in accord with state 
guidelines. Though these are offered, we continue to encourage you to worship online should you be 
concerned about exposure, you or a loved one is at risk, or as your conscience directs you. For those who 
wish to gather for worship, Trinity will continue to: 

- Monday continue to be available for those 60 and older through the end of July (Trinity’s older 
members are welcome to attend any service they desire, but Monday will be set aside just for them) 

- Keep our facilities as clean as possible for those who enter our building. 
- Refrain from the sharing of peace at the beginning. 
- Gather our offerings at the front and back of the worship spaces. 
- Offering continuous communion in order to prevent individuals standing in close proximity to one 

another. 
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- The state recommends wearing a mask, but it is not required. 
- Take guidance from state recommendations as we continue to walk through this health crisis.  

 

As we invite you to develop your own plan to re-engage safely through worship, Bible study, and the 
daily living of your Christian faith, consider these new steps that Trinity is offering to our church family: 

- Ushers will begin appearing to ring in the beginning of our worship services and assist worshipers by 
passing out bulletins (for those who would prefer, they can pick up their bulletin and announcements 
from the table which has been provided). 

- The tape on the pews will be removed and worshipers will need to be responsible for leaving 
appropriate space between other households (even if someone is in the row behind “your” seat).  

- Children’s messages will return, though children will be invited to remain in their seats with their family 
to assist with appropriate social distancing. 

- Fellowship can slowly return with caution and with consideration of the other person. Should it be 
appropriate for a hand-shake, hug or fist-bump members can do so with appropriate caution.  

- Fellowship after the service is available as people practice their own personal responsibility and care 
for one another. 

- Pew pads will be available for those who feel comfortable signing the friendship registry.  
 

Please bear in mind that choosing to worship is a personal choice. There may also be consequences 
that we will bear for doing so. As you determine what is best for your family, do so with all your heart as you 
seek to set apart Christ as Lord in this and every situation! Trinity prays that we will be diligent in this 
reopening process so that we continue to shine the way for others and give glory to our Father in heaven! 
 

Bible Education 
Bible studies will be available in a hybrid format. The Romans Bible study will be available in the 

fellowship hall as those who attend are encouraged to keep social distancing standards in mind. It will also 
continue to be available through Zoom (Meeting ID 778 8481 8283, Password: RomansBib). Bible study 
participants can choose what best meets their needs and engage in the study of God’s Word.  

Trinity continues encouraging all our families to engage in faith formation activities at home (family 
devotions, personal Bible reading, discussing the sermon, discussing matters of the faith in light of current 
events, and Bible study). Digital options continue to be available as described below: 

- Sunday School will email the “At Home” talk sheet for the week to parents of students of which we 
have contact information (contact the church if you would like access to this information and give us an 
updated email address). 

- High School Bible Study is available with Pastor Gadbaw through Zoom Sundays at 12:30pm (Meeting 
ID: 759 3443 2629, Password: OneNation) as they study healing the racial divides in America. 

- Additional resources allow you to build your own small group and go through a Bible study together 
(LHM.org offers many wonderful video Bible studies; CPHfaithcourses.com has many free classes you 
can take; refresh your faith and take our online Christian Essentials class by going to TrinityCP.org and 
clicking “Take a Class”). 
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May you continue to be directed by His Word and Spirit as you make your home a place where faith is 

nurtured and strengthened each day. 
 

Personal Responsibilities 
When considering if you should come to worship, Trinity would like to encourage you in your Christian 
freedom to develop your personal plan free from guilt and participate in the faith through digital means at 
Trinity. The Child of God should not feel guilt or anxiety in refraining from worship for a time amid this 
serious public health crisis! Trinity also seeks to offer the option to worship for those who desire. Trinity 
members are personally responsible for making wise and godly choices amid the many options that are before 
them with confidence in a God who loves them. As you practice this personal responsibility please consider 
the following factors: 

- Members should stay home if they are not feeling well (coughing, sneezing, runny nose). 
- Members in high risk categories should avoid unnecessary risk and stay home (Trinity’s Monday 

6:30pm worship service is designated for those who are 60 years old or older). 
- Members should diligently wash their hands and practice good hygiene (Trinity will provide hand 

sanitizer on the bulletin table for your safety, and clean between each worship service). 
- Members may provide their own sanitizing wipes or hand sanitizer for further personal protection. 
- Members may wear a mask in the worship service. 
- All members and guests must practice appropriate distancing from other family groups for mutual 

protection and safety. 
 

Trinity will continue regular cleaning those frequently touched surfaces (door hands, handrails, and the 
like). While these precautions are being taken, they will not be perfect and should not be completely relied 
upon. Pastors will practice appropriate precautions throughout the worship service as should our guests and 
members. Ultimately, should a Trinity member be worried about the risks surrounding the Coronavirus, may 
they be encouraged to stay home and use the many online resources that Trinity offers! Let us not allow 
arrogance to put God to the test and make foolish choices; rather, let us be sober minded about the realities 
around this health crisis and make choices filtered through our faith in God pleasing ways as we trust in Him 
for everything. 
 

Online Resources 
Please make use of the many online resources available to our Trinity family. May this summary of some of the 
additional resources be a blessing for you as we begin reopening Trinity and you continue to nurture and grow 
your Christian faith: 

- Worship services will be live streamed and then posted at church.TrinityCP.org/YouTube.  
- Weekly Materials are posted at TrinityCP.org. Click on the “Latest” tab and select the resource you 

are looking for. 
- Lutheran Hour Ministry (LHM.org) offers several online resources such as Bible studies that you can 

take online, video Bible studies for free download, daily devotions, and Gospel adventures. Just click on 
the “Resources” tab for more information 

 
 

Serving others through Christ, together! 
 

250 S. Indiana Avenue • Crown Point, IN 46307-4174 
Phone: 219-663-1578 • Fax: 425-663-1586 

info@trinitycp.org • www.trinitycp.org 
 

http://www.trinitycp.org/


 
 
 

- Concordia Publishing House (CPHfaithcourses.com) offers several online Bible studies (many for free) 
that you can use with your household or small group. 

- Worship Anew (worshipanew.org) allows members access to Lutheran Worship services and messages 
for those who are not able to attend worship services. You can watch online by going to their website 
and clicking on “Our Programs”. 

- YouVersion Bible App offers devotions and encouragement through God’s Word right in your hand. 
Download the app and begin a devotional plan with your family or friends. 

 

Growing Together 
As we strive to live a life worthy of the calling we have received as God’s people, may we be diligent to 

put the best construction on other people’s actions. May our Christian lives be seasoned with dignity and 
respect in the way we speak to and about other people. May we honor Christ in how we strive to look like 
Him in our daily lives so that others might grow closer to Jesus. As God’s people strive for this, we face risk 
of sickness and suffering as we serve our neighbor with the Love that God has given us trusting that His love 
for us will help us show the perfect love of God which drives out all fear.  
 
 

Blessings in Christ 
 

Stephen P Henderson 
 

Pastor Henderson 
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