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As We Gather:  Paul is talking to himself in today’s Epistle, for although he knows what’s right, 
he finds it virtually impossible to do. That’s because he (and all of us) have this sickness called 
sin, for which we ourselves have no antidote. Worse, it keeps producing evil symptoms in our 
thoughts, words, and deeds. As a result, we are both sick in spirit and tired from struggling. 
Zechariah foresaw the solution; we can see his prophecy fulfilled as Jesus entered Jerusalem on 
Palm Sunday, there to die for us and rise victorious. In the Gospel, our Lord thanks our heavenly 
Father for revealing to us that He is indeed the One we need to overcome our sickness of sin. 
Indeed, thanks to our Savior, as David penned in the psalm, that when people call out to Him, 
God hears their cry and saves them. 
 
 
PRELUDE “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING HYMN “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” LSB, 790 
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Please rise if able. 
 
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag 
of the United States of America, 
and to the Republic for which it stands:  
one Nation under God, indivisible,  
With Liberty and Justice for all. 

THE PLEDGE TO THE CROSS   
 
I pledge allegiance to the Cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and to the Faith for which it stands:  
one Savior, eternal,  
With Mercy and Grace for all 

 
INVOCATION LSB, 203 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB, 203 
 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. 
 
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
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Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given … † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY LSB, 205 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, You have built Your Church on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus Himself as the cornerstone.  Continue 
to send Your messengers to preserve Your people in true peace that, by the 
preaching of Your Word, Your Church may be kept free from all harm and 
danger; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever 

C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
FIRST READING  Zechariah 9:9–12  
 

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, 
your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on 
a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and 
the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak 
peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of 
the earth. 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set 
your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of 
hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double.  
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING  Romans 7:14–25  
 

14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15 For I do 
not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17 So now it 
is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that nothing good 
dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the 
ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is 
what I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but 
sin that dwells within me. 21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies 
close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23 but I see in my 
members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to 
the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver 
me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So 
then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of 
sin.  
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please rise if able. 
 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE  LSB, 205 

 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:25–30  
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the eleventh chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord! 

 
25 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you 
have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little 
children; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed 
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over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE        We invite the children to stay with their families for the message. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” LSB, 686 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON 
 
OFFERING Your offering may be placed at the front or back of the worship space. 
 
Please rise if able. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
P:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs: We pray for the Church, that the message of salvation 
be proclaimed joyfully throughout all the world and that those who faithfully 
share the Gospel and who live it out in their lives know blessing and 
contentment. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 
P:  We pray for the nations of the world, that all would know times of peace and 

security. Grant that the leaders of our nation be endowed with wisdom and 
courage, that they seek the well-being of our people in every way. Bless Your 
people with faith to honor, respect and submit to our leaders. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 
P:  We pray for all those in the Church, asking the blessings of wisdom and grace to 

live by faith. Bless all who entered into Your family in the month of July through 
the waters of Holy Baptism and keep them in this one true faith. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 
P:  We pray for our nation as we rejoice in the freedoms we enjoy. We give You 

special thanks for all those who serve in the military, in medical professions, as 
educators, and as emergency personnel. Grant that we live out our citizenship 
with dedication and gratitude. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 
P:  We pray for special conditions and circumstances. By Your Word and Holy 

Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially...]. 
Bring consolation to those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure of Your love, 
taking them into Your tender care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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LORD’S PRAYER     
P:  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray… 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB, 209 
 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, … in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
PAX DOMINI LSB, 209 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI LSB, 210 

 
C: O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world 

away; O Jesus  Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we 
pray. 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sins of the world 
away; Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord we 
pray.  

 
Please be seated. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” LSB, 699 

 

 

 

 

 
 “Just as I Am, without One Plea” LSB, 570 
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5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
DISMISSAL BLESSING 
 
Please rise if able. 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS LSB, 211 
 
C: O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’n-ly peace, For I have 

seen the glory of Your redeeming grace: A light to lead the Gentiles 
Unto Your holy hill, The glory of Your people, Your Chosen Israel. 
All Glory to the Father, All Glory to the Son, All glory to the Spirit, 
Forever Three-in-One; For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 
God’s triune name resounding Through all eternity. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB, 212 
 
P: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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C: Amen. 
 
BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION LSB, 212 
 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you…and † give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
CLOSING HYMN “May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill” LSB, 698 

 

 

 

 

 
POSTLUDE “May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill” 


