Trinity Lutheran Church

“Serving others through Christ, together!”

There are numerous marketing ploys that Trinity
could use in developing a “vision” that is perfect
for 2020 (enter dramatic monologue…
“Do you see the world with 20/20 vision?
At Trinity Lutheran, we are a family with the
perfect vision…”). Throughout the season of
Epiphany, worship will help us REFOCUS on how
we see the world and how God calls us to
engage in the world! May we ever walk in His
light with gratitude for the salvation He has given
us and engage others with the purpose given in
our identity found in Christ!
Jan 4th-6th

REFOCUS - Light
Epiphany

Jan 11th-13th

REFOCUS - Life
Baptism of Our Lord

Jan 18th-20th

REFOCUS - Purpose

Jan 25th-27th

REFOCUS - Identity
National Lutheran Schools Week

Feb 1st-3rd

The Lord Requires

Check us out at www.trinitycp.org, and follow us on

Managing Marriage____________________
I know that there are many
members of our church that read
this marriage article each month
and I pray that they are
encouraged by some of the insights
I have received and shared. I know
that there are some that have
strengthened their marriage
through these articles (and maybe I
am the only one). I also know
there are many others who wish
they had a spouse who would do a
little work on their marriage with
them.
The truth is that there are
thousands of articles and books
that provide excellent advice and
steps to strengthen and deepen
the marriage relationship. There
are numerous people who you can
talk to about how to weather a
storm or convey love in a difficult
situation. But most of these
resources require that the team be
working together. In fact, they
assume that the team is on the
same page. So what do you do
when you seem to be on different
pages?
Just because your spouse isn’t
going to work on strengthening
your marriage (or so it may seem),
doesn’t mean that you cannot
strive for a stronger and healthier
marriage. God has given us His
Spirit which produces in us
self-control and it is our
opportunity to control the things
in marriage that we can (that is our
“self”). This means that it really
only takes one to strengthen your
marriage relationship-though
admittedly it is better when both
strive toward the same goal; I pray
your efforts may encourage your
spouse toward the marriage you
have always longed for. Here are

four things every marriage can be
strengthened by.
There are a lot of things that I
want for 2020. Just to name a few, I
would like to be about 20 pounds
lighter, I would like a fully restored
(and maintenance free) 1964 Ford
Mustang, and I would like for my
children to never argue. I know you
are thinking that some of these
things are unrealistic. But the
beauty of this is that I get to
determine where I am going to put
my efforts. I choose to strive
toward pouring my life into that
which I determine is important. Do
you truly desire a healthier and
happier marriage? Pour yourself
into your marriage regardless of
what your spouse is doing.
Once you choose your goal, you
are able to create a pathway to
achieving it (if you need resources,
please let me know so I can help
you find just the right fit as you
grow). This brings back those
feelings of fear that you had when
you were first dating – the fear of
rejection. The beautiful security of
marriage is that you have both
promised to love one another. Dare

“Dare to love
with both
passion and
endurance.”

to love with both passion and
endurance.
There are many who believe
love must be all fireworks
(passion), but the reality of love is
that it requires much more
determination than it does passion.
There are always times between
the sparks, so set your mind and
heart on communicating “I love
you” regardless of how you feel or
the circumstances you face.
Finally, remember just how
devoted you are to one another.
The long hours you have put in to
living love can be difficult. So direct
your energy into controlling your
inner thoughts and your emotions.
Tell yourself many times a day that
your spouse loves you and
regularly list the acts of love they
do each day. By putting the best
construction on the actions of
your spouse, you will express love
as well as experience love. In 2020
I pray you fall in love all over again
with your spouse!

Pastor Henderson

Vision Statement
“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones,
holy and beloved, compassionate
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness,
and patience, bearing with one another
and, if one has a complaint against
another, forgiving each other; as the
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. And above all these put on
love, which binds everything together in
perfect harmony.”
Colossians 3:12-14

family should God lead him to
serve at Trinity. Please be sure to
join us at the congregational
meeting on Monday, January 6th at
7:30pm in the Sanctuary and hold
Pastor and his family in your
prayers during this difficult time of
deliberation and discernment.

us to be Christ as we serve others
and witness to Him!

Trinity continues to strive for
ways to build relationships with one
another. Consider starting a small
group with friends from Trinity that
will meet together once a month
(or twice, if you are ambitious) to
As Trinity encourages each
encourage one another. Small
member of our family to grow,
groups are less about in-depth Bible
learn, serve, and witness our
study, and more about mutual
ministries continue to develop
encouragement in the Christian life.
Trinity has been prayerfully
along those same lines. In 2020,
These small groups care for one
searching for a candidate that would
Trinity needs to grow in
another and pray together. Make a
fill Pastor Kipp’s shoes as our
engagement of others as we serve list of who you would ask and start
Pastor of Care Ministry. The call
our neighbors and bear witness to forming your small group! For
committee has interviewed several
the great love of Jesus Christ. Look resources, please let me know how
candidates and has now made a
for opportunities to serve others
you would like to grow and Trinity
recommendation to the
each month as well as a consistent will share the resources we have (or
congregation to extend a call to
emphasis on how you can do
check out the church office for
Pastor Matthew Canaday. Pastor
Trinity +1. If you are regular in
some ideas).
Canaday is married and has three
worship, add one activity to your
Above all, in 2020 Trinity will
children. His gifts for care ministry
regular routine (bible study or a
put on love, which binds all of us
has been lived out in the
small group perhaps). If you are not together in the family of Christ! May
congregation he serves in
regular in worship or devotional
we encourage one another with our
Spencerport, New York where he life, add one more experience to
words and actions as we live vibrant
has used his tremendous people
your Christian life. This desire to
lives with eyes fixed on Jesus Christ!
skills to revitalize the congregation. grow as we learn from God’s
He would be a wonderful addition Word which equips and prepares
to the Trinity ministry team and
In Christ, Pastor Henderson

Each month Katie Gutierrez, the Director of Technology will provide
you with a piece of technology advice, training, tips, and tricks!
If there is something you would like to learn about; send her an email
and she can feature your topic! Kgutierrez@trinitycp.org

January 2020: Five Basic Computer Tips!
There are so many tech tips online; it can be overwhelming to know which are important.
Here are some of the top tips that will be extremely handy
and possibly save money and loss of important data.
1. Have you tried turning it off and on again? Programs running slow, freezing or just
misbehaving? Try turning your computer on and off again. Sometimes your computer or
other devices just need to be restarted.
2. Keep your operating system, software and apps up to date. I would recommend
turning on auto updates for all of your devices. If you see an update is available, take the
time to perform the update and restart if asked to. This is important for security updates
and just to help programs run smoother.
3. Back Up, Back Up, Back Up! It is very important to back up your data. You never
know what could happen to your device; spill something, gets lost, run it over, there are so
many things that can happen. The only way to ensure your favorite pictures will always be
safe is to back up your data!
4. Get a password manager. We all have so many passwords and it is so hard to
remember them all. It isn’t the best practice to have a notebook or a file that has all of your
passwords sitting next to your computer. There are so many password manager programs
that will keep all of your passwords safe from hackers. Give a few of these a try; 1Password,
LastPass or Keeper Password Manager.
5. Protect yourself from viruses. Doing basic Internet browsing can cause you to get a
virus on your device. Installing a free or paid version of an antivirus program can save you so
much money and headaches in the long run!

December 1996 - My first year teaching in Miami, FL. Leading up to Christmas, the faculty did a
Secret Santa exchange. I drew Maria, the Spanish teacher, and I got her four little gifts and one slightly larger
gift for each of the last five days before Christmas break. I especially remember putting in her mailbox on
Tuesday a vanilla-scented votive candle in an angel-decorated glass holder. I had rolled it in tissue paper, tying
the ends to look like a piece of wrapped candy. I also remember it because, on Thursday, I received in my
mailbox a vanilla-scented votive candle in an angel-decorated glass holder, rolled in tissue paper with ends
tied to look like a piece of wrapped candy. (PS - I was so mad I cried.)
December 2019 - Graduation Day at Indiana Wesleyan University. After a joyous celebration, my
father handed me a small box. My father, the pastor-man, is cheap frugal. He also has a tremendous sense of
humor and sentimentality. My gift checked all the boxes. I knew what it was the moment I saw it’s red color
- a clay apple I made in school and gave to him over 35 years ago. It always sat on his desk at home, no
matter where that home was. I felt proud and loved whenever I saw it, knowing that it was one of Dad’s
treasures. To receive it back meant he was proud of me. (PPS - Yes, I cried.)
Regifting can be a tricky business in a worldly sense, but it is an intrinsic part of Christian life. We see
the wisemen giving their gifts to Jesus, but where did they get them? Ultimately, from the Giver of all good
gifts, of course! The Lord gives each of us far greater gifts than votive candles and clay fruit. He gives us the
fruit of the Spirit and spiritual gifts which we are then to regift to others in the form of service. We care for
these gifts by giving them away as often as possible. He gives us the Means of Grace, gifts more precious than
silver and more costly than gold, gifts we are to take to the ends of the earth.
Let’s make regifting a habit this year, and let’s always rejoice in the greatest Gift of all!
(PPPS - If you want to know why Maria cried over her final gift, just ask!)
Jesus Sightings
 Lay leaders giving (a lot) of their time on boards or special committees
 Kindergarteners showing concern for an upset classmate
 Good natured ribbing amongst Adult Choir members
 Former Trinity classmates giving each other hugs when they saw each other (I saw this twice!)
THIS MONTH AT TRINITY

Jan 7 - Jr High Night @ Covenant Christian High School - Basketball games at 5:30/7:00pm
Jan 10 - Jr High Night @ Illiana Christian High School - Basketball games at 5:30/7:00pm
Jan 17 - Family Friday at 7:00pm
Jan 24 - Winter Theatre Showcase featuring our 7th & 8th Grade classes - 6:15pm
Jan 26 - Lutheran Schools’ Week Sunday, ending with PK Pajama Party on Jan 31 at 5:45pm
School Chapel, Wednesdays at 2pm!

Post #1, Melanie Johnson:
My grandma and I were about
the same size. So when she died, I
inherited this great coat. It is faux
fur and it came from Hudsons
when clothes were made with
quality meant to last for ages.
Which is why; 60 some years
later, it is still hanging in my
closet. It is also why; I only take it
out for special occasions. It
makes a statement. I love it! It fills
me with warmth on the inside and
the outside. But this story really
isn’t about this coat.

One chilly Christmas Eve I put
on this wonderful coat and headed
off to church for the Christmas Eve
service. My family was busy. My
husband, Ryan, and my son, Riley,
were playing for the service. My
youngest son, Rowan, was going to
sit with me during the service, he
was probably 6 or 7 at the time.
He was off talking to friends or just
getting his wiggles out before the
service was going to start. As I
stood in the back admiring the
lights and the Christmas trees, I
slipped my hand into my coat
pocket and found a surprise. It was
a pacifier, or binky, as we called it. I
know, it was not the greatest
treasure in the whole world. In
that moment already filled with
emotions, of my grandmother’s
coat, the beautiful Christmas lights,
and anticipation of a wonderful
joy-filled Christmas service, this
binky got me. My children had not
needed a binky for years, what was
this straggler doing in my pocket?
But this story really isn’t about that
binky either.

In that moment, I thought of
Mary and her first Christmas many
years ago. I had only been a mother
for about 10 years, but those 10
years were enough to connect me
to Mary. What must she have felt
like with her own little bundle of
joy? Years ago, I had packed that
binky in case Rowan needed it
during church. How did Mary
prepare for that trip to Bethlehem,
knowing that Jesus could arrive at
anytime? What items did she put
in her luggage for “just in case?”
What kinds of things do you
prepare for one who is going to
save the whole world?
Mary knew from the time
before Jesus was born that he was
the Son of God and he had a very
important job to do. He was going
to save the whole world, by dying
on the cross. What does she do
that on that first Christmas
night? The words of Luke 2:19
echoed in my ears “But Mary
treasured up all these things,
pondering them in her heart.” She

resurrection. His family and friends
felt it as Jesus walked on earth with
them. No matter what struggles we
have God is with us always
reminding us of the hope that we
have through the salvation Jesus
won for us in his resurrection.

soaks it all in grateful for the
moments that she has, putting
them away for when she will need
to be strong, when those hard
times come, like the cross.
My mind jumps ahead to Good
Friday. Mary is with Jesus at the
cross. Did she look up and see
him not as a grown man, but as
her little boy? I can only imagine
that she wanted to reach into her
pocket and pull out something that
could give him comfort in his
terrible death. When my kids
were babies and they cried I could
give them a binky and that would
soothe them. As they get older
that doesn’t work anymore, now
their sadness isn’t fixed with
anything physical, yet my feelings
of wanting to make them feel
better remain. Mary remained at
the foot of the cross for the whole
crucifixion. She was able to stand
firm through that suffering because
of the hope of an everlasting
future in heaven. Traditionally
mothers are supposed to take
care of children, but Jesus takes
care of Mary and all of us with his
death on the cross.
So what is this story about?
That coat and a binky made me
reflect on my motherhood journey
so far. It gave me a chance to
ponder God’s many blessings of
family. It also pointed me to the
journey of love that Jesus made
through his life, death, and

“Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his
One afternoon that spring, I
great mercy, he has caused us to be
was mowing my grandparent’s
born again to a living hope through
lawn when God surprised me with
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
His plan for me. It could not have
the dead,” 1 Peter 1:3
been clearer if he had smacked me
in the head with a two-by-four! I
had to go back to school and finish
Post #2, Craig Gerbers
becoming a teacher. I had finally
caught up to what God and
I think I was the last one to find everyone else around me already
out that I was supposed to be a
knew. It would be a hard
teacher. My 8th grade classmates
transition back to school, but
voted me “Most Likely to Become when God’s path for you is so
a Teacher” and I thought they were clear, you jump right in and get to
crazy. For the most part, I enjoyed it!
school but I never had a desire to
Becoming a teacher took me
teach. Years later, even after I
by
surprise
but God knew it all
started working towards earning an
along. We hear it a lot but I hope
elementary education degree, my
doubts got in the way and I thought its message isn’t diminished–
I was being led elsewhere. When I Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know the
plans I have for you, declares the
switched majors, there were so
Lord, plans for welfare and not for
many people who told me they
evil, to give you a future and a
were surprised and saddened to
see me get out of education. At 20 hope.” I spent a lot of time not
knowing God’s plan for me but I
years old, pretty much everyone I
am so thankful that he had me in
knew was convinced that I should
His loving hands the entire time.
be a teacher, but I was not.
He is continually leading me, and
When 2010 started, I was pretty
lost. I was a college graduate living all of us, down a wonderful path. I
do not know what surprises He
at home with my mom and
still has in store for me, but I can
dad. My grandma had died weeks
before. I did not have a job and was not wait to find out!
losing motivation to find one. All
of this, combined with a previously
diagnosed mental illness, led me to Post #3, Elizabeth
Gadbaw
seek counseling. God worked
wonders through my counselor
and the resources I received from
I’m not really a crier, but I cry
him. God was getting ready to
every time I come to chapel at
reveal something big!
Trinity. They are tears of pride in
the Trinity children when they

sing, read, and pray together, but
they are also deeply grateful
tears. I am grateful to the Lord
for calling my family here to
Trinity. My children can grow in
mind, body, and faith with a
second family of loving Christians.
That is what really brings me to
tears. We, all four Gadbaws, have
a second family here. People that
love and care for us, that we can
grow with, in Christ. The craziest
part is that God’s call to Trinity in
Crown Point, Indiana came as a
complete and total surprise to
me. A surprise that has been
twenty years in the making.
Twenty years of surprises.
I didn’t really understand what
I was in for when I decided I
would marry a man that was
studying to be a pastor. Looking
back, I’m not sure anyone can
really know. Its such a unique
existence. I just knew I loved and
wanted to marry Dan Gadbaw. I
had plans for what I thought our
life would be like. He would be a
pastor, I would be a teacher and
we would live happily ever
after. No surprises, I, the planner,
had it all worked out in my mind.
Surprises are a part of seminary
life, I knew that. But I didn’t fully
understand how much a part of
my life surprises would really be. I
hadn’t yet come to understand
how God works in our lives and
how he would continuously call
me to do things I wasn’t
expecting. A few months before
we married, the seminary had
their vicarage placement service.
All the men in my future
husband’s class were gathered
together at a service and their
vicarage assignments were publicly
announced. I sat in the pew and
waited to hear where we would
be going. The big surprise was

wanted to do, or things I was good
at were for me. They were all for
His service. It doesn’t matter what
I want. What is important is that I,
“Fear, love, and trust in God above all
things.” I use my gifts as he wants
Two years later, we sat in the
same chapel, waiting to hear where me to. After a year of misery,
largely of my own making, I was
our first call would be. We had
met with the professor in charge of able to be an aide to the preschool
assigning these first calls. He knew director at our church. Surprise! I
had little preschool experience or
of our desire to stay in the
interest for that matter, but I
Midwest, close to family, where
loved it. Until the next surprise
there were plenty of Lutheran
came around the corner.
schools for me to be a teacher.
Surprise! We were going to
God heard my prayers for a
Cheyenne, Wyoming! God had
classroom of my own and to be
things for me (us) learn about
closer to home. After serving in
serving him. This is where I learned
Cheyenne for almost three years,
one of the first and most important
he called us back home again, in
lessons about serving the Lord, and
Indiana. We were called to
I had to learn it the hard way. I
Decatur, IN. Only 20 miles south
couldn’t find a teaching job in
of where my family lived, including
Cheyenne. In fact, I couldn’t find
my aging grandmother. Surprise!
ANY kind of job in Cheyenne. God
Dan ran into his fifth grade teacher
needed me to understand and trust
from Hope Lutheran School in
that he was in control of all things.
Chicago. He was the principal of
He has given me talents and
one of the Lutheran schools in
abilities to serve Him – to serve
Decatur. They needed a 5th grade
HIM, in the way in which he sees
teacher! The time we spent in
fit. I had to learn that it wasn’t
Decatur was a time for me to
about me. None of the things I
grow as a teacher, and a time for
Highland, Indiana. That is where we
would spend our first year of
marriage! The first seeds of coming
to Crown Point were sown.

me to appreciate my family. I was
very close to my grandmother.
God gave me the opportunity to
be with her for the last years of
her life. We had thought that
maybe we didn’t want to have
children (too scary), but, surprise,
the Lord knew otherwise and my
grandmother was very happy to
know that I was expecting
James. She died just a few months
before he was born, but she did
tell me that we should have
another one. God had lots more
planned for us. The next stop on
our journey was quite literally a
surprise.

new church. I was so content at
home with my James. Seth came
along a year after we moved to
Tell City. We were so grateful for
the surprise of Dan being home
frequently while the boys were
little babies and toddlers. Living in
the parsonage, so close to church,
gave him the surprising gift of
being able to do a lot of work
from home. Our church was small.
He could hold his office hours in
our home. The boys had the
extraordinary, surprising blessing
of having both parents at home for
their first years of life.

Remember that the Lord was
teaching me to serve him in
In the fall of 2011, James was
here and I was dreading going back surprising ways. Surprise! Babies
to school. I wanted to stay home quickly grow! James was ready for
with my sweet baby James. We do preschool. It was time for us to
what we must, so back to school I formally educate our children and
went. Only a few weeks into the no Lutheran school was to be had
for us. After some surprisingly
school year, we were completely
awful preschool experiences we
and totally surprised by a divine
decided to educate our children at
call to Tell City, IN. We had no
home. This was another HUGE
idea that they were calling a
surprise for me. I always pictured
pastor, no idea that they had
name. One Sunday afternoon, Dan my children going to school with
me. That plan of mine was not the
got a phone call and the man on
plan of God. He called me to the
the line was telling him that the
church had extended him a call as vocation of homeschooling
mother, ready or not.
pastor. Surprise! We prayerfully
considered this new call, and came
I don’t quite know how to
to realize that God did indeed
explain how transformative the
want us to serve in Tell City. This
experience of homeschooling was
was the first of our bittersweet
for me as a teacher. I was
transitions. We had been in
surprised to learn, as I researched
Decatur for six years. We put
how we were going to educate at
down roots. I loved my school
home, that I no longer held to
and my students, but was feeling
many of the ideas I had been
the call to the vocation of mother,
taught in my education classes.
stay-at-home mother. To Tell
The time I spent learning how to
City, we moved.
teach at home, changed me
fundamentally as a Lutheran
Tell City turned out to be an
teacher. I loved our time together
even bigger surprise than we
with my boys as we grew in
expected. We lived in a
parsonage for the first time. It was knowledge and in faith together,
but there was always this nagging
right across the alley from our

doubt in my mind that we were
giving them everything they needed
to serve the Lord in our small
town and homeschooling
classroom. I just couldn’t shake
the feeling that we could be doing
more. Maybe it was time to leave
Tell City. While educating our
children and providing
opportunities for them was one of
the big reasons we were
considering a change from Tell
City, we began to see God closing
doors in other areas there, as well.
The big question became, if he’s
closing doors in Tell City, where is
he opening new ones?
Surprise! It was here at Trinity!
But we didn’t know that yet. I
didn’t believe it yet. The call
process for Trinity was long. I’m
sure it felt longer to the people
here at Trinity. There were so
many things to consider. God was
working; giving everyone time to
pray and consider and to trust that
his will is good and perfect. Dan
had his phone interview. Time
went by. I didn’t think it would go
any farther than that. Surprise!
Trinity wanted the whole family to
come and visit! Coming home
from that visit, I didn’t think there
was any way God will move the
people at Trinity to call us here.
More doors closed in Tell City.
What did God want us to do? I
started to think that he wanted us
to continue to love and serve his
people in Tell City. We just hadn’t
found the newly open doors there
yet. More time went by. We knew
it was time for Trinity to have their
call meeting. We waited. And
waited. The evening of the meeting
ended. No word from Trinity. I
went to bed thinking it was over.
Trinity called someone else. Let’s
get back to the work the Lord has

spirit, broken heart, and deep
loneliness. But I also learned the
truth of that wise pastor’s insight.
There’s lots of activity in a
classroom of 5th graders right
before Christmas. The activity
was consuming me but I started
feeling a sense of dread when it
dawned on me that there would
be two weeks of Christmas
vacation coming soon, no students
Which is why I sit in chapel
to keep me busy, and no money
every week, no longer surprised
for a plane ticket home. I didn’t
by my tears. God’s good and
say anything to anyone but I had
perfect will is done. We do, with
some wonderful, loving families in
the help of the Holy Spirit, “Fear,
that class who must have seen the
love, and trust in God above all
things.” Even the surprising things. anxiety. The wise pastor’s
comment hadn’t taken hold in my
thinking yet but that class was my
family that year. And since then
Post #4, Karol Ketcher
I’ve always talked to students
about our “classroom family”.
A Precious Christmas Gift
“Family is not defined by who they
“The Lord is near to the
brokenhearted and saves the crushed are but by what they do.”
in spirit.” Psalm 34:18
It was the last day of school
before vacation began. We were
People suffer during the
having a class party, exchanging
Christmas season. People are
presents, eating cookies. In
broken-hearted. Often people are walked a room mother with a
lonely. All people are lonely at
little tiny Christmas tree in a pot.
times even the smiling ones on
It had red ribbon on it. At first I
Christmas commercials. The
thought, “What a lovely idea.” But
holidays can be tough times.
when the mother presented it to
Expectations we or others have of
us can make it even harder.
You’re supposed to be happy
during the holidays, right?.
Christmas can be a lonely time.
for us to do in Tell City. Educate
our children at home. Serve his
people in Tell City. He would
make it work. Much to my
surprise, and I suspect to the
surprise of the people at Trinity,
too, God did call us to Trinity.
And much to my surprise, he
called us to accept that call.

Being with family can often
make it easier but being with
family is not always possible. A
wise pastor recently said, “Family
is not defined by who they are but
by what they do.”
As a young teacher, 1000 miles
from home, working on a rather
slight salary, and living alone when
my first “teacher’s Christmas”
came along, I felt that crushed

me I suddenly saw that to each red
ribbon was tied a $10 or $20
bill. “We want you to go home for
Christmas,” she said.
“Family is not defined by who
they are but by what they do.” My
loving fifth grade “family” wanted
me to be with my other “family”
1000 miles away in Milwaukee.
The Lord is near to the broken
hearted. The Lord saves our
crushed spirits through the loving
people who serve us. Who do you
know that might be lonely, crushed,
or broken hearted at Christmas or
any time? Christ may be calling
you to be near to them, to be His
comfort to them, to ease their
loneliness, to bring His love, to be
their “family”.

Christmas at Trinity
Lutheran School

Not much going on as we begin the new year. Just
praying that the heating plant and plumbing all
Ready for a big night out?
continue working as they should. We shall see what
Trinity’s Live and Silent
the winter snows have for us this year.
Auction “A Night of
We are working with the A Night of Abundant
Abundant Blessings” will be
Blessings (ANOAB) Committee to acquire cost
here before you know it!
estimates for some items around the church and
Mark your calendars for
school that might be funded by a portion of the
April 3, 2020. Doors open at 5:45pm at Avalon
proceeds from the fund raiser. Some of those items
Manor.
could include school window replacements,
It’s so exciting to see how much everyone comes
adjustable basketball goals for the gym, new carpet
together to make this event such a success.
for the church sanctuary and updating the sign on
Donations have already started to come in. What a
Joliet St. Keep this in mind when the ANOAB event
blessing!
comes around later this year. Be generous, it goes to
Without your donations, this event would not be
possible. We’re always looking for new items such as a great cause.
2019 was a strange year weather wise. That
home decor, child toys, board games, outdoor fun,
beauty products, jewelry, gift certificates to your
continued into December with the leaves falling late
favorite places, electronics, liquor, hand-crafted items, and very little snow fall. Any attempts we made to
and fun experiences! Do you have a stay at your
have a late year work day seemed to fail. We did
timeshare or cottage that can be donated? How about manage to get the leaves cleaned up behind the
tickets to a White Sox or Cubs game? These items
school and along South Street. Now it can snow, if it
have been such a huge success in the past. Donations likes. We shall see what the year 2020 has in store
are accepted at any time and can be dropped off at
for us.
the front desk in the atrium or school office.
Let’s get ready for a night of fellowship, food, and fun
as we help raise funds for the 8th Grade Washington
DC trip, Trinity Scholarships, and capital
The Trinity Hornet Players
improvement projects that would not be possible
proudly present a dinner
without this event! Ticket sales start at the end of
theatre experience! On
February.
January 24th our players will
NEW Follow us on Facebook - “Trinity’s Live and
present ‘Three Doors to
Silent Auction”
Death or...the Choice is Yours’
Thank you so much for all you do and can’t wait to
and ‘A Tell Tale Heart’.
see you there! If you have any further questions,
Dinner at 5:00pm, show begins at 6:15pm in the
please contact Kortney Fox at anoab@trinitycp.org.
Fellowship hall Theatre. Event will help fundraise for
our Spring Play, Charlotte’s Web.

The children did an
INCREDIBLE JOB
presenting the Songs of the
Season! The teachers are so
proud of them and Jesus
certainly found great JOY in
their joy. These are the
memories that they will
take with them for a
lifetime, so parents, thank
you for getting them to
Sunday School and for allowing them to participate in
the extra items we schedule at times. We are also
SO PLEASED with the beautiful ornaments the
children made to decorate the blessing tree when we
met on 12/1! We have been fairly consistently seeing
60 children at Sunday School in 2019 and to God be
the Glory for that! Thank you, dear families. We
resume normal Sunday School January 5th and will be
meeting every Sunday until April 5th. May the LORD
be with you all in 2020!

The Blessing Tree Ministry would like to thank every
person that contributed to it’s success this Christmas
season! It was wonderful to see so many people
contribute in so many different ways. We kicked off
the holiday season with 28 days of giving and were
blown away with how eager everyone was to
participate in something new this year. The giving
didn’t stop there though. Our congregation continued
to donate food, time and money which allowed our
ministry to impact the lives of so many people. The
Blessing Tree Ministry was able to bless 110 children
with Christmas gifts and 50 families with food baskets,
hygiene bags and gift cards. We could not have done it
without our amazing congregation. Thank you again!

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another.” 1 John 4:11

You are invited to join the Trinity Sociables at Pappas
Restaurant on January 23rd at 12PM. Pappas is a
classic family restaurant with a great menu and a great
staff. There are many Greek dishes as well as Italian
and American cuisine. Many of our members have
Come one come all to the Chili Cook Off! January
eaten here with family and friends. To make a
25th at 4:30pm family and friends are invited to help
reservation please call Barbara or Don Wigley at
taste the best chili in all of northern Indiana! You can
219-374-9451.
taste as many chilies as you like and then cast your
vote for your favorite. If you have a chili that you
think can compete, please let your Youth Board know
or email Pastor at dgadbaw@trinitycp.org We are
excited to offer a white elephant game with our
desserts, so you can enjoy some tasty treats right
before the auction! There may even be some
celebrity judges to join in the fun. Hope to see you
there!

Mark your calendars for June
15-19, 2020 for Rocky Railway
VBS! Mrs. Henderson is excited
about this one because it
celebrates the 25th year of VBS
Curriculum from the publishing
house that she loves (GROUP)
out of Loveland, CO (her native land) and so the
theme is based on the Rocky Mountains, the animals
there, and trains! Hurray for 2020!

The American Red Cross will be at Trinity for a Blood
drive on , January 18th, a Saturday, from 9 am to 3 pm
in the atrium. Blood reserves have been dropping with
all of the disasters and shootings. Meanwhile, patients
continue to need blood! We can all help by donating!
It doesn’t take too long and you can be in and out
without too much time spent! Eat well and stay
healthy!

Our Blessing Tree boxes will be distributed this
month. We will need everything on our list found
on the Second Sunday Sharing boxes in the Narthex
and at the entrance to Contemporary Worship.
Please be as generous as you can. If you have
questions or would like to check with Trinity Cares
to see what is needed, give us a call at 663-1578.
We’ll return your call as soon as possible.

Please continue to pray for: Cliff Cary (Ed
Klingberg’s brother-in-law), Carolyn Gardin (Phil
Gardin’s Aunt), Kathleen Hepburn (Dee Pocock’s
daughter), Carrie Myers (relative of Gwen Cruz),
Pam Silvas (Jill Klingberg’s sister), Cole Viers, Sarah
Binford, Brian Davis (Son-in-law of Sandra Certa),
Linda Petroff, Kay Hoyer (friends of Cruz family),
Diane Barolon (cousin of Sandra Certa), Bert Pagan,
Michelle Fajman, Kristine Bikoff, Diana Dyba, Lori
Swanson (sister in law of John Swanson), Christina
Thomas, Bill Edwards, Ursula Andrews, Owen
Arizmendi, Michelle Krapf, Lorraine Steuer, Julie
Burkhardt, Bill Borsits, Carla Misner, Dorothy Teer,
Cliff Cary (cousin of the Klingberg family), Carsten
Falkenberg and Jim Terry.
Those serving in the military at home and
abroad: Denise Min-Monroe, Jon Parry, Justin Smith,
Ely Ronguillo (friend of the Mullins family), Dan Seel
(friend of the Mullins family), Tim Stanford, Jeffrey
Smith, Tyson Daake, Kevin Jillson (Bill & Sandy
Heiser’s grandson), John Luebcke (Gerry Luebcke’s
nephew Jim Ponziano (Karol Ketcher’s son-in-law),
Marcia Potter, Rose Thomas (Lori Hult’s
goddaughter), Chris Tsirlis (Dave Zimmerman’s
friend), Keith Hernandez, Bill Mitseff (grandson of
Florence & Darrrell Sergent), Aaron Hensley,
Michael and Kyle (Judy Wynn’s nephews), Dan Tobin
(Nancy Schmidt’s grandson-in-law) and Sarah Board.
Also, those serving in the mission field: Brian
We are a generous and giving congregation that takes
&
Barbara
Sorge, Randy & Rachel Stauner, Kevin &
Jesus’ mandate to care for the widows and orphans
Ginny Holmes, Hispanic Mission Work, Lydia House,
seriously through making food and taxable items
available to those in need. Second Sunday Sharing has James & Crystal Neuendor, (Panama), Rev. David &
Lois Mahsman, Pack Away Hunger, Compass, and
been one of the ways we replenish our little pantry
Ascension Christian Lutheran School.
shelves and also share with the Crown Point
Community Food Bank.

1/17
1/18
1/19
1/20

Waylon James Lape was baptized on
December 14th, 2019. His parents Jeremy & Ashley
Lape along with sponsors Melissa Bohling & Gregory
Madouros were present.
Wayland Coy Shelton was baptized on
December 22nd, 2019. His parents were in
attendance.

1/21
1/22
1/23
1/24
1/25
1/26
1/27
1/28
1/29
1/30
1/31

1/1
1/2
1/3
1/4
1/6
1/7
1/8
1/10
1/11

1/12
1/13
1/14
1/15
1/16

Maria Meza, Frederick Rosenwinkel
Linda Nudi, Patrick Schuster
Michael Alwardt, Sarah Binford, William
Campbell, Brinly Katona
Jesse Cruz, Myrna Pufahl, Charles Reinholtz
Barbara Berkshire, Bradley Campbell, Emil
Carlin
Kristina Feaster, Dawn Hamilton, Landon
Kozlowski
Marie Dienes, Joanne Stephen
Dawn Cross, Monica Kendall, Amanda
Murdock
Carrie Aguilar, Helen Brandt, Savannah
Nasrallah, Ellie Nemeth, Donovan Pace
Cindy Chariton, Daniel Matalin, Cynthia
Thurn, Lucille White
Elaine Behnke, Gracelyn Nack, Shannon Ruiz
Mary Ann Greiner
Michael Coy, David Kish, Lynette Lancaster,
Nicole Mochel
Deborah Anderson, Christopher
Bartholomew, Gregory Forsythe

1/1

1/3
1/5
1/6
1/7

1/9
1/10
1/11
1/12

Norman Lotz, Mary Thompson, Kendra
Tustison, Carol Winter
Samuel Puent
Karen Topp, Tina Yakimow
Finnegan Coffey, Jacob Miller, Jonathon Parry,
William Rashin
Shirley Lotz
Patricia Schuster
Jeffrey Bielawski, Allison DeVries, Lillian
Huynh, Charlotte Pace
Janice Fronek, Fiona Griesemer, Madilyn
Johnson
William Graves
Luke Puent, Judith Richards
Ryan Forsythe, Roberta Kujawski, Wendy
Mullins, Wayne Thunberg
Balbino Aseves, Glenn Hecht, Casey Pflughoeft
Frederick Rosenwinkel, Garry Vajda
Valerie Giacomin, Derrill Kregel, James
Mangrum, Claire Rager, Trey Thurman
Nathan Bottorff, Zac Chariton, Caiden
Mowery, Alexis Shepard

David Burkhardt, Perry Chism, Douglas
Cozart, Karen Cozart, Noel Crozz, Jackson
DeHaan, Timothy Doyle, Judith Duffala,
Robert Duffala, Hermine Enderlin, Hansjoerg
Enderlin, Brenda Fiegle, Gregory Johnson,
Phillip Kaemerer, Phyllis Kalajian, Letty Kasch,
Claire Knipper, Arlene Knox, Vickie Loeber,
Larry Mickow, David Mullins, Daniel Pace,
Shirley Patz, Denise Puent, Grgeory Puent,
Sandra Reynolds, Thomas Rosenwinkel, Carl
Sapper, Dennis Schulte, Felicia Schuster,
Florence Sergent, Linda Stanford, Joanne
Stephen, Linda Swanson, Dorothy Teer, Brian
Thomas, Kristen Wasinski, Robert Waters,
Dorothy Waters, Stephanie Wilocki, Thomas
Witten, Tina Yakimow
Sarah Binford
Angela Carlin
Seth Gadbaw, Piper Hinchy
Kyle DeVries, Gabrielle Gile, Noah
Henderson, Eli Maxwell, Robert Stiener,
Richard Stiener, Beth Zorn
Logan Dixon, Stoe Duffala
Rebecca Bottorff
Ezekiel Lehman
Ashton Murdock, Ava Riffle, Zackary Thurn,

1/29
1/30

Tyler Thurn
Sydney Hnatusko
Isabella Such
Daniel Schuster
Eric Hicks
Quinn Shea
Mike Alwardt, Carlie Hult, Tracie Pieper
Gwendolyn Cruz
Jonah Henderson, Christopher Pillman,
Donovan Swalby, Gavin Wynkoop
Charles Reinholtz
Joyce McCann, Makenzi Morris
Bradley Campbell, Ryan Doyle, Amy Kersey,
Holly Schuster
Connor Doherty
Jacob Miller, Randy Noak

1/1
1/5
1/8
1/11
1/12
1/17
1/20
1/21

James & Sharon Nowoc
Jack & Carole Esala, Albert & Elizabeth Noak
Bino & Tamra Aseves
Richard & Carol Saager
Eugene & Brenda Fiegle
Jeff & Apryl Bielawski
John & Ursula Andrews, David & Gail Zona
Gregory & Ka’tlyn Nelson

1/13
1/15
1/16
1/17
1/18
1/19
1/21
1/23
1/24
1/27
1/28

1/22
1/23
1/30
1/31

Carl & Robyn Froman
Woody & Letty Kasch
Jud & Linda Salmon
Frank & Sharon Voyak

1/5

8:00am T
8:00am C
10:30am T
10:30am C
8:00am T
8:00am C
10:30am T
10:30am C
8:00am T
8:00am C
10:30am C
8:00am T
8:00am C
10:30am C
8:00am T
8:00am C
10:30am T
10:30am C

Dee Pocock
Melissa Maxwell
Christine Miller
Christine Thomas
Robin Luebcke
Christine Dixon
Jack Esala
Cynthia Fitzsimons
Shirley Klockenga
Melanie Johnson
Karen White
Georgia Falkenberg
Jennifer McCord
Mike Alwart
Carsten Falkenberg
Connie Rainey
Gary & Marie Dienes
Pat Dykman

6:30pm
8:00am T

Gardin
Korte, Nimetz, Magruder,
Duffala, D Maxwell
Campbell, B Maxwell,
Thompson, A Manning, McCord
R Forsythe
Pryde
Gardin
Hildebrandt, Hensley, Kregel,
K Manning, Magruder
Campbell, B Maxwell, J
Thomspon, Cruz, Nack
Thomas, G Forsythe, Evers
Speichert
Gardin
Korte, Hensley, Duffala, D
Maxwell, Kregel
Nack, Rainey, Cruz, Wilson,
Fraze

1/12

1/19

1/26

2/2

1/4
1/5

8:00am C

1/6
1/11
1/12

10:30am C
6:30pm
6:30pm
8:00am T
8:00am C

1/13
1/18
1/19

10:30am C
6:30pm
6:30pm
8:00am T
8:00am C

1/20
1/25
1/26

10:30am C
6:30pm
6:30pm
8:00am T
8:00am C

1/27
2/1
2/2

10:30am C
6:30pm
6:30pm
8:00am T
8:00am C

2/3

1/5

1/12

1/19

10:30am C
6:30pm

8:00am T

10:30am C

Liam Wielert, Cade
Hildebrandt
Emily Gardiner
Beckett Pflughoeft, Zack Yates
Alessa Mazon
Silas Wielert, Grace Nack
Braydon Shea
Madeline Thiunberg, Abigail
Morantz
Hannah Henderson
Landin Rosenthal, Davison
Rager
Logan Fraze
Kathryn Niemiec, Samantha
White
Isaac Thompson
Zachary Stefanovich, Logan
Knapp
William Mangrum
Noah Matuska, Dylan Mowery
Alizabeth Mazon
Gabby Shelton, Lily Stadnik
Kameron Dixon
Isabella Murdock, Cheyenne
Pillman
Quinn Shea

8:00am T
8:00am C
10:30am T

Richard & Carol Saager
The Reinholtz Family
Linda Nudi & Hans Enderlin

8:00am C
10:30am T
10:30am C
8:00am T
8:00am C
10:30am T
10:30am C
8:00am T
8:00am C
10:30am T

1/26

2/2

1/5

Fitzsimons, Pflughoeft, Nelson
Pryde
Gardin
Hildebrandt, K manning, Korte,
Nimetz, Magruder
A Manning, B Stephen, B
Campbell, B Maxwell, J
Thompson
Thomas, G Forsythe, Evers
Speichert
Gardin
Hensley, Nimetz, Kregel, D
Maxwell, Kregel
Cruz, McCord, L Nack, Rainey,
Wilson
R Forsythe, Pflughoeft, Nelson
Pryde

10:30am C
8:00am T
8:00am C
10:30am T
10:30am C
8:00am T
8:00am C
10:30am T

1/12

1/19

1/26

2/2

10:30am C
8:00am T
8:00am C
10:30am T
10:30am C
8:00am T
8:00am C
10:30am T
10:30am C
8:00am T
8:00am C
10:30am T
10:30am C
8:00am T
10:30am T

The Buth Family
Tom Witten
The Gardiner Family
Phyllis Kalijian
The Buth Family
Karen & Phil Kaemerer
The Maxwell Family
Gloria & Tom Thirion
The Buth Family
Gail & Tom McPheron
The Mangrum Family
Pat Jurik
The Buth Family
Richard & Carol Saager
Linda Nudi & Hans Enderlin

Saturday: 141
Traditional: 1325
Contemporary: 626
Monday: 78
Hispanic: 16
Thanksgiving Eve: 63
Thanksgiving Morning: 50
Christmas Eve: 822
Christmas Day: 108
Advent Services: 166

Next month’s
deadline will be
Wednesday,
January 22nd.

2020 Trinity Bible Reading Plan

Focus your life and your heart by reading through God’s Word with this
genre based Bible reading plan! Happy reading!

20

19

27

(NLSW)
6:30pm Worship
7:00pm Elders

26

National Lutheran
Schools Week (NLSW)
8 & 10:30am
Worship
9:20am Bible
Education
2:00pm Hispanic
Worship

(NLSW)
9:00am Women’s
Bible Study
6:30pm Dartball

28

No School, Martin 9:00am Women’s
Luther King Jr. Day Bible Study
6:30pm Worship
6:30pm Dartball
7:30pm
Congregational
Meeting

8 & 10:30am
Worship
9:20am Bible
Education
2:00pm Hispanic
Worship

21

9:00am Women’s
Bible Study
6:30pm Dartball

6:30pm Worship
7:00pm Boards

Baptism of Our Lord
8 & 10:30am
Worship
9:20am Bible
Education
2:00pm Hispanic
Worship

14

13

12

7

Tue

School Resumes
9:00am Women’s
6:30pm Worship
Bible Study
7:00pm PPC
6:30pm Dartball
7:00pm Parish Nurses
7:30pm
Congregational
Meeting

6

Mon

Epiphany
8 & 10:30am
Worship
9:20am Bible
Education
2:00pm Hispanic
Worship

5

Sun

30

(NLSW)
6:30am Men’s Bible
Study at Schoops

29

(NLSW)
9:30am Quilting
2:00pm Chapel
6:00pm Journey

23

22

6:30am Men’s Bible
Study at Schoops
9:30am MOPS
12:00pm Trinity
Sociables

No School for
7:00pm Family
Preschool
Fridays
6:30am Men’s Bible
Study at Schoops
7:00pm Stephen
Ministry
7:00pm Trinity League

No School for
Preschool
9:30am Quilting
2:00pm Chapel
5:45pm Together in
Christ
6:00pm Journey
Newsletter
Deadline
9:30am Quilting
2:00pm Chapel
6:00pm Journey
6:30pm Altar Guild

16

15

(NLSW)
5:45pm Preschool PJ
Party

31

5:00pm Winter
Theatre Showcase

24

17

No School for
Kindergarten
6:30am Men’s Bible
Study at Schoops
9:30am MOPS

No School for
Kindergarten

10

Christmas Break,
No School
8:00am MS & HS
Youth event at
Pokagan State Park

9

3

Christmas Break,
No School
6:30am Men’s Bible
Study at Schoops

Fri

2

Thu

9:30am Quilting
2:00pm Chapel
6:00pm Journey

8

New Year’s Day
Christmas Break,
No School Offices
Closed

1

Wed

4:00pm Chili Cook
Off
6:30pm Worship

25

9:00am Blood Drive,
Atrium
6:30pm Worship

18

6:30pm Worship

11

6:30pm Worship

4

Sat

